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Part A – Grammar and Vocabulary  (40 Marks) 

01. Fill in the blanks in the following text using the prepositions given in the box. Use each 

preposition only once. There is one preposition extra.     (5 marks) 

 

for, at, about, against, with, in 

 

 If you sit and watch these kids in the school yard as I do everyday, you learn a lot (1) .................... 

different people.  

 In one corner, two teams of boys play basketball. A few smaller kids wait (2) .......................... their 

turn. Some lean (3) ........................... the fence. An older kid looks longingly (4) ............................ the 

sky. 

 In another corner, some girls chat (5) ................................. each other. 
 

02. Fill in each blank with the correct form of the verb given in brackets.      (10 marks) 

 

 George works for a newspaper. He (1) ......................... (be) one of their staff of reporters, whose job is 

to (2) ....................................... (gather) news. When something interesting happens he (3) 

....................... (send) to find out all the details. 

 When he (4) ...................... (get) to the place, he (5) ..................... (interview) several people to collect 

information. He then (6) ............................... (send) his news back to the office quickly. At the office, 

the news (7) .................................... (be) carefully examined. If there (8) ......................... (be) any 

mistakes, suitable corrections (9) ........................................ (make). If the story                                 

(10) ........................................ (pass) it is made ready for printing.  
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03.   Underline the correct word from those given within brackets to fill in the blanks in the following 

text.                 (10 marks) 

 Half an hour before daybreak three boys assembled, as (1) .......................... (they, them, he) agreed, 

near the old bridge. The fourth (2) ............................ (a, the, an) boy by the name of Tolly, had not 

turned up. Others knew (3) ......................... (that, but, if) his mother didn't want him to come on this 

expedition into the forest. Charles (4) ................................. (whose, who, which) was the oldest waded 

downstream to the place where the boat was tied up in the shelter of (5) ........................... (some, any, 

much) bushes. Then he rowed back to the shallow water (6) .......................... (on, near, in) bridge. 

 

 Dawn was just breaking as they climbed into their boat and pushed off from the bank. A swift current 

carried (7) .............................. (they, their, them) down stream. So there was no need (8) ..................... 

(to, of, for) raw. Three hours later they entered the forest (9) ........................ (what, where, when) they 

intended to spend next (10) ..................... (few, many, little) days.  

 

04.  Underline the correct word from those given within brackets.      (05 marks) 

 1.  I want to (learn, follow, study) a course in Business English in your institute. 

 2.   He (performed, conducted, made) a lecture on Dengue menance. 

 3. Mr. Rajendran (said, talked, expressed) his views clearly. 

 4. We are extremely sorry for the inconvenience (made, done, caused) by us. 

 5. Namal (did, made, gave) an apology to the teacher for his bad behaviour. 

   

05. Underline the correct word ending, selecting from those given within brackets.     (05 marks) 

 Cinnamon is mainly used as a flavour. However (1) scien ...... (ce, tific, tifical) evidence proved the (2) 

medi ............. (cal, cine, cally) value of cinnamon. 

 There is intense (3) compe ........... (tition, titive, tion) for Sri lankan cinnamon from cassia, a very 

close substitute. Cassia is produced a large (4) quanti ....... (ty, ties, tties). The (5) botan......... (y, ical, 

ically) name of cinnamon is Cinnamomum Zellanicum Blume. 
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Part B – Reading and Writing (25 marks) 

06. Underline the option that best expresses the meaning of each of the sentences given below.   

                 (05 marks)  
1.  We couldn't have cooked lunch if there had been a power cut.   

  a. There is a power cut but we were able to cook lunch. 

  b. There was a power cut so we couldn't cook lunch. 

  c. There was no power cut so were able to cook lunch. 

  d. Although there was a power cut we were able to cook lunch. 

 

2. We enjoyed the picnic despite the bad weather. 

  a.  We enjoyed the picnic although the weather was bad. 

  b.  We enjoyed the picnic because the weather was bad. 

  c.  We enjoyed the picnic because the weather was fine. 

  d.  Both the picnic and the weather were enjoyable. 

 

3.  This is a matter of no small importance. 

  a.  This matter is not important. 

  b. This is a very important matter. 

  c. This is not a matter of importance. 

  d. There is a small importance in this matter. 

 

4. He is lucky to be alive. 

  a. He narrowly escaped from death. 

  b. He is a lucky man. 

  c.  He lives happily. 

  d.  He is the luckiest man alive. 

 

5.  Not all the information in the report is correct. 

  a. All the information is incorrect. 

  b. All the information is not given. 

  c. All the information is correct. 

  d.  Some of the information is correct. 

 

07. Read the following text and do the activities that follow it.      (10 marks) 

 

(1) Efforts to protect endangered African elephants from the threat of extinction are becoming 

difficult due to a smuggling network run by Asian crime gangs. 

 

Ivory trading has been outlawed since 19879, following a reduction in the African 

elephant population form 1.3 million in 1979 to first 300,000 by 1998. A new report by 

a wildlife monitoring network warns that large-scale ivory smuggling to Asian 

countries including China and Japan is hindering conservation efforts. It also says that 

around 20,000 elephants are estimated to be poached every year. It is said that on e-

Bay, an auction website, nearly 2200, ivory items have been listed for sale, breaching 

international laws on wildlife trading. 

 

Kenya, where wildlife tourism is a key source of income, has been battling to control 

rising levels of animal poaching within its national parks.  
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According to international animal welfare sources, internet sales of ivory was a major 

problem that was difficult to combat. E – bay website, has however promised to remove 

any sale item that is not in accordance with international law. 

 

(1) When was ivory trading declared illegal? 

i)  in 1998  ii) . in 1989   iii). in 1979 iv). in 1988 

 

(2) 'Smuggling' means, 

i) move goods illegally into or out of a country. 

ii) import goods legally. 

iii) export goods legally. 

iv) Both import and export goods legally. 

 

(3) Do the following statements agree with the information given in the text? 

 In boxes (a) – (c) write True, False or Not Given 
 

True It the statement is correct 

False If the statement is wrong 

Not Given If there is no sufficient information on this 

 

 Statement. 

a. Nearly 2200 ivory items are sold on e-Bay daily.     (         ) 

b. Wildlife tourism is the main source of income in Kenya.    (         ) 

c. Ivory trade is banned all the Asian countries.      (         ) 

 

08. Write a paragraph beginning with the given  sentence. Use about 75 – 100 words. Do not exceed 

the word limit. Do not write more than one paragraph.       (10 marks) 

  

 As teenagers, we should engage even in one sport activity. . ........................................................ 
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